
IRB Review Flowchart
Submission of a New Study

This flowchart describes a typical review process.
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IRB Actions
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Step 4
Review Process

Full Review
Investigator attends
meeting.
Study reviewed by
IRB at convened
meeting.

Expedited Review
Application is
reviewed by two
experienced IRB
members.

Exempt Review
Application is reviewed
by one experienced
IRB member.

Investigator submits IRB Application and all additional material as required (see sub-
mission instructions for list).

IRB Administrative Office
conducts a pre-review of
the submission for:

level of review,
completeness of
submission.

Note:
The IRB makes the final
determination on level of
review based on risk to
subjects.

Incomplete submissions
will be returned.

Step 1 Application

Step 2 Submission

Investigator completes an application for Institutional Review Board (IRB) review.

Studies are reviewed by the full IRB unless studies meet all criteria for expedited review or exemption from IRB
review.

Full Board Review Expedited Review Exempt Review
Submission instructions Submission instructions Submission instructions

Step 3
Pre-Review

Investigator
receives
written
notice of IRB
action.

Approved
as
Submitted

Approved
with
Stipulations

Not
Approved

Study May Begin
when written
notification is
received from the
IRB.

Study May Not
Begin until all
stipulations are
answered and
written final
approval is
received from the
IRB.

Study May Not
Begin and a letter
will be sent to
investigator
explaining reasons
for disapproval and
procedure for IRB
appeal.
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